
Cross-dresser – Someone who wears clothes of another gender/sex. 

Drag - The performance of one or multiple genders theatrically. Drag King – A person who performs masculinity theatrically. Drag 
Queen – A person who performs femininity theatrically. 

FTM / F2M - Abbreviation for female-to-male transgender or transsexual person. 

Gender Identity – A personʼs sense of being masculine, feminine, or other gendered. 

Gender Normative – A person who by nature or by choice conforms to gender based expectations of society.  (Also referred to as 
ʻGenderstraight .̓) 

Gender Variant – A person who either by nature or by choice does not conform to gender-based expectations of society (e.g.  
transgender, transsexual, intersex, genderqueer, cross-dresser, etc.). 

Genderqueer – A gender variant person whose gender identity is neither male nor female, is between or beyond genders, or is 
some combination of genders.  Often includes a political agenda to challenge gender stereotypes and the gender binary system. 

Intersexed Person – Someone whose sex a doctor has a difficult time categorizing as either male or female.  A person whose 
combination of chromosomes, gonads, hormones, internal sex organs, and/or genitals differs from one of the two expected patterns is 
considered to be  an intersexed person. 

Trans - An abbreviation that is sometimes used to refer to a gender variant person.  This use allows a person to state a gender variant 
identity without having to disclose hormonal or surgical status/intentions.  This term is sometimes used to refer to the gender variant 
community as a whole. 

Transgendered (Trans) Community – A loose category of people who transcend gender norms in a wide variety of ways. 
The central ethic of this community is unconditional acceptance of individual exercise of freedoms including gender and sexual identity 
and orientation. 

Transphobia – The irrational fear of those who are gender variant and/or the inability to deal with gender ambiguity. 

Transsexual – A person who identifies psychologically as a gender/sex other than the one to which they were assigned at birth.  
Transsexuals often wish to transform their bodies hormonally and surgically to match their inner sense of gender/ sex.

This flyer is adapted from "TRANSGENDERISM: Transgressing Gender Norms" by Nancy R. Nangeroni,
International Foundation for Gender Education, 1996 (Ninja Design).
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